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School Board Candidates Spotlight 

Chrissy Torsey-Lucero 
I have called Craig my home since 1975 and I couldn’t think of a better place to raise my 

children than here.  My husband and I have two children, our son is 21 and our daughter is 

7.  My roots run deep within this community and island and I am proud of both my Tlingit 

and Haida ancestry.  My interests are in learning more about native traditions so that we 

may continue to pass these on to our children.  Other interests are hunting, hiking, kayaking 

and camping.  If given the opportunity again, I will continue to be an advocate for all 

students of Craig City School District  

 

Chrissy Torsey-Lucero is a candidate for a three-year school-board seat.  

Scott Brookshire 

 

 

 

.  

 

Scott Brookshire is a candidate for a 

three-year school-board seat.  
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City Council Candidates Spotlight 

Chanel McKinley 

 

I have lived, worked, and been a member of 

our community for all of my adult life.  I 

really want the best for Craig.  

 

 

 

Chanel McKinley is a candidate for a 

three-year council seat.  

Michael Kampnich 

 

Long term resident of Craig.  Currently a 
member of the Harbor Advisory 

Committee.  Worked for the city as past 
harbormaster and police officer.  Want to 

continue to be involved in community. 
.  

 

Michael Kampnich  is a candidate 

for a three-year council seat.  

Michael Douville 

 

 

Michael Douville is a candidate for 

a three-year council seat.  
 

To be held TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2019 
7:30 A.M. – 8:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers at the City of Craig Municipal Building on the corner of 3rd 

and Main Street.  
 

OFFICERS TO BE ELECTED 
Mayor’s Seat- Two Year Term 

Two Council Seats - Three-year terms  
Two School Board Seats – Three-year terms 

 
BALLOT PROPOSITIONS  

Proposition 1-  
MODIFYING SALES TAX CODE (3.08) 

TO INCREASE SALES TAX RATE TO SIX PERCENT (6%) 
 

Shall the City of Craig, Alaska increase its sales tax rate from five percent to six percent, if the sales tax  
revenue generated by the rate increase is dedicated to funding the Craig Aquatic Center? 

 
DISTRICT 35   PRECINCT 705 

There is one voting precinct for the City of Craig. 
Absentee voting begins Wednesday, September 11, 2019 through September 30, 2019 

 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
 

If you know of anyone who is unable to get to City Hall to vote or who has special needs, 
please contact the City Clerk at 826-3275. 
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NOTICE OF ELECTION 

Tim O’Connor 
We have been working hard with changes and new projects in 
Craig for the past two years.  If re-elected as mayor I will 
continue to work hard to keep our progress going for Craig 
and Prince of Wales. 

 

Tim O’Connor is a candidate for the two-year mayor 

seat.  
 

     Mayoral Candidates Spotlight 

Jan Trojan 
I have been a resident of Craig starting 2007 – moved 2008 til present.  My 
first step if elected will be to remove healthcare benefits from mayor 
position – until healthcare payments for officials is reasonable.  My second 
step will be to mentor individuals in public service and to hopefully recruit 
more volunteers in city, where feasible.  We have big projects ahead.  I will 
lean on community leaders/individuals to do the most with what we have.  
I am not a career politician.  I want to retire.  City of Craig needs to foster 
economic development, appreciate the businesses we have. 

 

Jan Trojan is a candidate for the  

two-year mayor seat.  



   Voters in Craig will consider in October a ballot referendum to retain or repeal the local property tax.  This brief-
ing provides information on property tax in Craig, and changes that might result if property tax is repealed. 

 
1) Property tax receipts in Craig amount to approximately $650,000 in 2018; that equals about 28% of all local 

tax revenue, and about 19% of all 2018 general fund revenues.  Repeal of the city’s property tax will result 
in reduced services to the public.  

 
2) Approximately thirty percent of the property tax receipts generated in Craig are paid by non-residents prop-

erty owners. 
 

3) Advocates for eliminating the city’s property tax claim that some fraction of the funding lost from 
 elimination of property tax can be made up through taxes on internet purchases made by Craig  
 residents.  In reality, this revenue source does not exist—the city receives zero sales tax dollars from inter-

net sales, and at this point there is no way to know if or when internet sales to Craig  
 residents will ever be taxable. 
 
4) Advocates for elimination of property tax in Craig assert unsubstantiated costs savings attributable to clo-

sure of the Craig Aquatic Center for six months each year.  Those unsupported claims also do not address  
other impacts, including: 

 
• Elimination of the Craig High School swim team season; 
• Elimination of months of pool time now available to the Craig Waverunners Swim 
 Club; 
• Risk of loss of revenue from other school districts on POW Island for whom swim  
 lessons are part of the school curriculum; 
• Greatly reducing access to the Craig Aquatic Center by those who use the facility 
 for therapeutic needs at the direction of a health care provider to address physical 
 ailments; 
• Closure of the facility to fishing boat crew traffic and other summer visitors,  
  eliminating a healthy drug and alcohol free alternative activity in Craig.  

 
5) Reductions to the Craig Police Department advocated by referendum supporters, including  
 lowering the amount of officers from five to three, would reduce staff at the department to levels not seen 

for more than twenty five years.  The presence of five officers makes possible public safety services and 
revenues that are likely not possible with only three officers on staff.  Some public safety service reductions 
might include: 

 
• Elimination of commercial driver’s license road testing on POW Island; 
• Fewer DMV days each year; 
• Elimination of TSA Pre-Check, TWIC card, and other ID services on POW; 
• Reduced payments to Craig from the State of Alaska for contract jail services; 
• Higher overtime costs under a three officer squad structure; 

 
 The Craig contract jail, staffed by Craig PD officers and dispatchers, is among the busiest  
 community jails in the State of Alaska.  The case load at the POW court is also high compared to 

similar communities, receiving more District Court case filings than the Wrangell, Petersburg, and 
Haines Courts combined.  Court activity and community jail activities are closely related.  Craig is 
able to offset fully fifty percent of its police department operational costs thanks to  

 existing staffing levels that allow the city to contract with other agencies to provide law  
 enforcement services, while still providing round the clock police protection to city residents.  

Property tax receipts help support the balance of the department’s budget. 
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What is proposed? 

The October 1, 2019 municipal election ballot will include a referendum asking 
Craig voters to consider an increase to the city’s sales tax rate from 5% to 6%, 
with the revenue from the tax increase to be used solely for capital, operational, 
and maintenance costs at the Craig Aquatic Center. 

What are the Current and Proposed Sale Tax Use and Rates? 

The city’s current sales tax rate is five percent. Some of the tax is designated 
for specific uses, as approved by voters in past municipal elections. A summary 
of the designations is shown below. Note that each one percentage point of sale 
tax rate currently generates approximately $300,000. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

If approved by voters, the designated uses of sales tax revenue would change as  
follows: 

Estimated 

 
 

 

 

 

What are the costs to operate the Craig Aquatic Center? 

Operational, maintenance, and capital costs at the Craig Aquatic Center vary 
from year to year. The facility’s budget, including debt service costs, has 
ranged between $441,000 to $550,000 since 2016. Admission fees and rentals 
generate about $50,000 annually. 

The city budgets about $425,000 to meet typical operational costs, including 
wages and benefits, utilities, supplies, insurance, and other costs. Debt service 
to repay bonds used to upgrade the pool costs about $137,000 annually. 

Some years capital costs, such as work on the building, pool basins and decks, 
adds additional but non-annual costs. For example, the lap pool and wading 
pool basins are in need of refinishing, and some of the concrete gutter at the 
lap pool must be demolished and replaced. The cost for these capital projects 
is likely to range beyond $250,000. 

Dedicating additional sales tax revenues will close much of the margin be-
tween the cost of operating the aquatic center and the revenue the facility 
generates. 
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Craig Voters to Consider Sales Tax Rate Measure on October Ballot 

  
Designated use 

  
Rate Current 

Annual Revenue 
School Funding 1.0% $ 300,000 
Aquatic Center Support 0.5% $ 150,000 
Recreation 0.5% $ 150,000 
Undesignated 3.0% $ 900,000 

Tax rate 5.0% $1,500,000 

Designated use Rate Annual Revenue 
School Funding 1.0% $ 300,000 
Aquatic Center Support 1.5% $ 450,000 
Recreation 0.5% $ 150,000 
Undesignated 3.0% $ 900,000 

Tax rate 6.0% $1,800,000 
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-Public benefit and charitable services provided by the City of Craig- 

Supported in part by property tax receipts 
 

• Discounted rent of the child care center building to the non-profit Craig Child Care Center, Inc. 
• Discounted rent to the non-profit organization HOPE, the island’s domestic violence response group. 
• Discounted rent, utilities, and heating oil to POWER to provide food bank, thrift store, and emergency resource needs to 

Craig and POW residents. 
• Discounted use of the pool to the Craig Wave Runner’s Swim Club, a non-profit group that provides structured youth 

recreation programs. 
• Financial support to the non-profit Southeast Senior Services to provide congregate meals and rides for Craig elders. 
• Financial support to the non-profit Southeast Senior Services to provide home-delivered meals to homebound Craig eld-

ers. 
• Financial support to the non-profit Southeast Senior Services to provide rides for Craig elders for medical visits, congre-

gate meals, and personal appointments. 
• Financial support to the Craig Fourth of July Committee for Independence Day activities. 
• Financial support to the POW Marathon Committee, the non-profit corporation that coordinates the annual POW mara-

thon event. 
• Discounted use of the Craig Aquatic Center by Craig City School District to support swim lessons as part of the school 

district’s curriculum. 
• In-kind water/sewer/garbage contributions to the Craig City School District, to lower the district’s operating cost. 
• In-kind heat for the Craig Elementary School and Craig Middle School buildings, to lower the district’s operating costs. 
• Financial support to the POW Health Network to promote medical services and programs on POW Island. 
• Discounted rent to Community Connections, a non-profit corporation that provides childhood early learning program, 

children’s mental health services, daily activity support for disabled adults, and at-home support services for elders. 
• Financial and in-kind support for the Craig king salmon release program, which provides for the release of 100,000 king 

salmon smolts into local waters each year. 
• Support for the new chum salmon release program near Craig, creating a new opportunity for enhanced commercial fish-

ing locally. 
• Annual payment of $550,000 to the Craig City School District to support K-12 education in Craig. 
• Commercial driver’s license road testing. 
• Regular DMV hours each week. 
• Prompt police response to calls for service. 
• City-coordinated recreational programs, including volleyball leagues, after school program, ballet, roller skating, swap 

meets, holiday bazaars. 
• Craig Aquatic Center open 78 hours each week. 
• Regular maintenance of eleven public playgrounds, parks, and trails. 
• Craig Public Library operation hours. 
• Use of web loft for social events. 
• Access to cannery property boardwalk. 
• Daily access to the Craig City Gym. 
• Maintenance of some 16 public buildings. 
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How is the Craig Aquatic Center funded now? 

Local sources include the full amount of the 0.5% sales tax dedicated to the 
pool, which generates about $150,000 each year. In addition, portions of the 
3% “Undesignated” sales tax receipts are held with local property tax revenue 
to pay pool operating and maintenance costs, as well as other public services. 
Local property and sales taxes make up about two-thirds of the city’s annual 
income. Most of the balance comes from state and federal sources. 

Some State and federal funds are also used to meet general city operating ex-
penses, including expenses attributable to the pool. These state and federal 
sources are more volatile than local sources of revenue, and the longevity of 
state and federal funds is uncertain. This is especially true of the $133,000 in 
general state-aid sources, and to a lesser extent the $420,000 that the city now 
receives for public safety services. 

What services are provided at the Craig Aquatic Center? 

Services include a lap pool, children’s wading pool, hot tub, sauna, and fitness 
room with weightlifting and aerobic equipment. The facility is open Monday 
through Friday from 5:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., and Saturdays from noon-4:00 p.m. 
The facility is available for rent outside its established open hours. Programs 
include private swim lessons, lap swimming, open swims, inflatable toy swims, 
and a “dollar dip” discounted swim each week. The facility is used by the Craig 
Waverunners Swim Club for practices, time trials, and swim meets.  The Craig 
City School District uses the facility throughout much of the school year for 
swim instruction as part of the district’s physical education curriculum. Dis-
counted admission is available through health promotion programs sponsored 
by SEARHC and the Prince of Wales Health Network. The pool offers low impact 
exercise opportunities for the elderly, and those in need of physical therapy 
treatment. 

What will appear on the ballot? 

The text below is an approximation of how the question will appear on the ballot. 
 

 

What will the city do if the measure fails? 

The city will make every effort to fund operation of the Craig Aquatic Center while continu-
ing to deliver other municipal services. It is possible that the city would not be able to add 
to its reserves to better meet planned and unplanned maintenance and repairs to the 
aquatic center and other city-owned and operated facilities. 

PROPOSITION 
NO. 1 SALES TAX 

Shall the City of Craig, Alaska increase its sales tax rate from five percent to six percent, if the sales tax 
revenue generated by the rate increase is dedicated to funding the Craig Aquatic Center? 

 
YES   [   ] 
NO   [ ] 

Craig Voters to Consider Sales Tax Rate Measure on October Ballot 


