
CITY OF CRAIG 
COUNCIL AGENDA 
NOVEMBER 2, 2017 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 7:00 P.M 
 
 

 

ROLL CALL 
Mayor Timothy O’Connor, David Creighton, Greg Dahl, Jim See, Julie McDonald, Mike 
Douville, Jan Trojan 

 
CANVASS ELECTION 

• Chief Election Judge Recommendations on Questioned Ballots (c.c. approves) 
• Tally of valid absentee and questioned ballots 
• Certify Election 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

Items listed below will be enacted by one motion. If separate discussion is desired on an item, 
that item may be removed and placed on the regular meeting agenda.  

• Introduction and First Reading of Ordinance 705, Combining of Offices 
 

HEARING FROM THE PUBLIC 
• Open for public comment 
• Final Reading and Public Hearing of Ordinance 704, Amending Title 1, Adding 

Section 1.20- Creation, Notice and Recording of Liens 
 

 
REPORTS FROM CITY OFFICIALS 

Mayor/Fire Chief 
 Administrator   
 Treasurer 

Aquatic Manager 
 City Clerk   

City Planner 
EMS Coordinator 
Harbormaster 
Library 
Police Chief 
Public Works 
Parks and Rec 
Parks and Public Facilities 
 

READING OF CORRESPONDENCE 
• APCM September Report 
• Thank you note from the Huestis family 
• Public meeting notice for Coordinated Public Transit-Human Services 
• 2017 Full Value Determination 
• Letter from William Craske 



CITY OF CRAIG 
COUNCIL AGENDA 
NOVEMBER 2, 2017 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 7:00 P.M 
 
 

 
 
CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 

• Ordinance 704, Amending Title 1, Adding Section 1.20- Creation, Notice and Recording of Liens 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

• Consider action on Congressional Review of Tongass Transition Plan 
• Request for Participation in Roadless Rule Appeal 

 
ADJOURNMENT 



City of Craig 
 Memorandum 

 
Date:   October 27, 2017 
To:      Mayor and City Council 
From:  Kassi Mackie, City Clerk 
Re:      Election Results and clerk’s recommendations for questioned ballots 
               
 
140 ballots were issued in the 2017 municipal runoff election. There are 805 registered voters in Craig 
with all the updated voter registrations that came in during the regular municipal election.  
 
Carrie Dawn Durgan and Amy Hjort were wonderful, and although the runoff had a low turnout, the day 
went well.   
 

Voted ballots on election day           119 
Voted absentee by mail ballots     1 
Absentee by mail ballots not returned    0 
Vote by representative                                    0 
Voted absentee in person    20 
Voted a questioned ballot       0 
Spoiled ballots        0 
 
TOTAL VOTES CAST   140  

 
The final count can be found on the attached “Unofficial Results” sheet.  
 
 
 
 

• There was one absentee ballot that staff would recommend not counting, due to the voter being 
registered in another municipality in Alaska. Since I didn’t receive the precinct register until 
after absentee voting began for the runoff election, I didn’t catch this until after absentee voting 
concluded.  

 
 
 
 

• 1st Recommendation: Move to reject the single absentee ballot and accept the other 20 absentee 
ballots.  

 
 

• 2nd Recommendation: After the final tally of approved absentee ballots, move to certify the 
election.  

 
 



 
CITY OF CRAIG 

ORDINANCE No. 705 
 
MODIFYING SECTION 2.04.260 OF THE CRAIG MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING 
COMBINING OF OFFICES 
 
Section 1.  Classification.  This ordinance is of a general and permanent nature and the 
code sections adopted hereby shall become a part of the code of the City of Craig, 
Alaska. 
 
Section 2.  Severability. If any provision of this ordinance or its application to any person 
or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and the application to 
other persons or circumstances shall not be affected thereby. 
 
Section 3.  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be effective immediately upon adoption. 
 
Section 4.  Action.  This ordinance amends Sections 2.04.260 of the Craig Municipal 
Code by adding the underlined text, as follows: 
 
2.04.260 Combining of Offices. 

No person shall serve simultaneously as mayor and as member of the council. 
Two or more administrative or appointive offices may be combined and a salary paid for 
each. Neither the mayor nor any member of the council shall serve in any administrative 
or appointive capacity except that the position of fire chief may be held by the mayor or a 
city council member, and the council may contract with the mayor or a council person for 
contractual services for a limited period of time where the person holding office has skills 
or a background which makes the person especially qualified to render the service 
contracted for.  Except as provided in 2.04.045 the council shall fix the compensation of 
city council members by a stand-alone ordinance. Compensation of city council members 
may not be reduced during a term of office.  A city council member may not receive any 
other compensation for service to the municipality. Per diem payments or 
reimbursements for expenses are not compensation under this section.  
 
Passed and approved this ___ day of __________, 2017. 
 
 
__________________________________     Attest _____________________________ 
Mayor Timothy O’Connor    Kassi Mackie, City Clerk 



 
CITY OF CRAIG 
MEMORANDUM 

 
To: Craig City Council 
From: Kassi Mackie, City Clerk 
Date: October 24, 2017  
RE: Ordinance No. 705 
 
At its October 19 meeting, the council discussed the wording at Section 2.04.260 of the 
Craig Municipal Code, regarding the prohibition on appointment of the mayor and 
council to administrative or appointive capacities, in light of fire chief Tim O’Connor 
being elected to the office of mayor.  The outcome of that discussion was a request from 
Councilman Greg Dahl to sponsor and ordinance that clearly permits the mayor to also 
serve as fire chief.  That ordinance is attached here as Ordinance 705, scheduled for first 
reading at the council’s November 2 meeting.   
 
The proposed modification to Section 2.04.260 is shown in underlined text, which 
indicates text added to the existing section.  The modification allows the mayor or a city 
council member to also serve as fire chief.  The existing criteria required to serve as fire 
chief, found at Section 2.20 of the municipal code, remains in effect. 
 
The ordinance is presented here for first reading.  If approved here, the second reading is 
scheduled for the council’s November 16 meeting. 
 
Recommendation 
Approve Ordinance No. 705 at first reading.  
 
 



 
CITY OF CRAIG 
MEMORANDUM 

 
To: Craig City Council 
From: Jon Bolling, City Administrator  
Date: October 24, 2017  
RE: Ordinance No. 704 
 
Attached you will find Ordinance No. 704.  The ordinance enables the city to file property liens 
to assist on collection of past due accounts. 
 
In 2017, Senate Bill 100 passed into law in Alaska.  The law enables municipalities to lien real 
and personal property as a means to collect past due accounts.  Until adoption of the legislation, 
cities like Craig could not use property liens to collect on non-tax-related past due accounts.   
 
The city regularly pursues efforts to collect on past due accounts.  Placing liens on property, 
where permitted by law, is sometimes part of the collection process if other attempts to collect on 
past due accounts are unsuccessful.   
 
The ordinance permits placement of a lien on real or personal property in an attempt to collect on 
a debt.  The ordinance requires the city to follow Title 9.45.170-220 of Alaska Statutes to 
foreclose on a lien.  The statute compels the creditor to seek the consent of the courts before 
foreclosure; this is the same protocol followed for many other liens, including liens for private 
sector transactions, such as mortgages.  The statutes provide for due process to the property 
owner. 
 
The enabling ordinance may prove especially useful when attempting to collect past due 
accounts for debtors that live elsewhere in Alaska, where collection of past due accounts can be 
more complicated. 
 
Incorporating this new lien authority into the city’s municipal code makes a useful option 
available to the city to collect debts fairly owed to it. 
 
Recommendation 
Approve Ordinance No. 704 at second reading. 



CITY OF CRAIG 
ORDINANCE NO. 704 

 
AMENDING TITLE 1 OF THE CRAIG MUNICIPAL CODE BY ADDING  

SECTION 1.20 – CREATION, NOTICE, AND RECORDING OF LIENS 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CRAIG, ALASKA: 
 
Section 1. Classification. This ordinance is of a general and permanent nature and the code 
sections adopted hereby shall become a part of the code of the City of Craig, Alaska. 
 
Section 2.  Severability. If any provision of this ordinance or its application to any person 
or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and the application to other 
persons or circumstances shall not be affected thereby.   
 
Section 3. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective immediately upon adoption. 
 
Section 4.   Action.  The City of Craig exercises its authority under AS 29.35.010, and other 
relevant statutes, by adding a new section to the Craig Municipal Code, Section 1.20.010, as 
follows: 
 
1.20.010  Authority to Lien 

A.  The city may create, record, and provide notice of a lien on real or personal property 
to secure payment of past due utility fees, costs incurred by the municipality in the abatement of 
an unsafe or dangerous building, and other fees and charges provided for by ordinance.  Except 
as otherwise provided by state law, when recorded, a municipal lien under this paragraph has 
priority over all other liens except 

 1.  liens for property taxes, special assessments, and sales and use taxes; 
 2.  liens that were perfected before the recording of the lien under this paragraph; 

3.  liens that, under state law, are prior, paramount, and superior to all other liens; 
and, 

4.  mechanics’ and materialmen’s liens for which claims of lien under AS 34.35.070 
or notice of right to lien under AS 34.35.064 have been recorded before the 
recording of the line under this paragraph.   

 
B.  An action to foreclose a lien on real property shall be commenced and pursued in the 

manner provided for the foreclosure of liens in AS 09.45.170 through 09.45.220. 
 
C. The remedy provided in this section is not exclusive and shall be in addition to all 

other remedies available to the city to collect the fees, charges, costs, penalties and interest due 
under this chapter. 

 
D. Fees for the administrative costs of filing on notices of liens and releasing of liens 

shall be: 
1. Filings of notices of lien: $25.00, plus recorder’s office filing fee. 
2. Release of liens: $25.00, plus recorder’s office filing fee. 

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp#09.45.170
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp#09.45.220


Ordinance 704 
Page 2 
 

 
Passed and approved on  __________________________, 2017. 
 
 
 
__________________________________  Attest _____________________________ 
Mayor Tim O’Connor     Kassi Mackie, City Clerk 
 



CITY OF CRAIG 
MEMORANDUM 

 
To: Craig City Council 
From: Jon Bolling, City Administrator 
Date: October 27, 2017 
RE: November Staff Report  
 

1. Contract Jail 
The Alaska Department of Corrections is offering the city some additional funding to take on 
four separate pretrial services to help the state monitor defendants between their arrest and court 
dates.  After meeting with Craig Police Chief RJ Ely on the state’s offer, and after I met with the 
DOC commissioner and his staff, RJ and I agree that the city is in a good position to accept 
funding for three of the four pretrial services.  I informed DOC of the city’s interest to work with 
them on the three pretrial services, and requested additional funding beyond what the state 
offered for the work.  The state is considering the city’s response.  The additional funding may 
amount to about $32,000 beyond the $322,000 contract jail agreement already in place between 
the City of Craig and State of Alaska to house inmates at the Craig jail. 
 

2. Meeting with Staff from Alaska DCCED 
I met October 24 and 26 with a staff member of the Alaska Department of Commerce, 
Community, and Economic Development.  The staff member was here to collect information for 
some follow up work the state is doing for the EPA.  We also spent time discussing the utility 
rate study that the council expressed an interest in.  The department is prepared to complete a 
rate study on the city’s water, wastewater, and solid waste collection services.  My impression 
from our meetings is that the department has much of the data it will need to begin work on the 
study, and will ask for more data as needed. 
 

3. Transportation Planning Meeting 
Next week I will attend a transportation planning meeting in Klawock.  The meeting is an annual 
event where transit providers identify needs and programs to meet those needs.  The programs 
include transportation for seniors, disabled veterans and other qualified individuals on POW 
Island.  Some of these services are offered by Southeast Senior Services, and others by tribal 
entities.  The IFA is an active participant in this planning process as well.   
 

4. Meeting on Sockeye Stock 
Another meeting scheduled soon is one on the topic of Klawock Lake watershed sockeye stocks.  
That meeting is set for November 14 and 15 at the POW Vocational Technical Center in 
Klawock.   
 

5. Public Works Director Vacancy 
Mr. Russell Dill has accepted the city’s offer to fill the public works director vacancy.  He is due 
to start on December 15.  In the meantime, David Nelson continues to do good work meeting 
various administrative and other needs at public works. 
 
 

















City Of Craig 

Memorandum 
 

To: Mayor Tim O’Connor, Craig City Council  

From: Jessica Holloway, Aquatic Manager 

RE: October 2017 Report 

Date: October 27, 2017 

  

   There really isn’t much to report this month. Staff has been busy with swim lessons and 
will continue throughout the end of the school year.   

I am planning to start registration for evening swim lessons soon. I will be running them on 
Monday and Wednesday from 5 to 6pm. I am hoping that I will get the participation needed to 
continue them. The problem that I have run into in the past is that I have several people 
requesting them but when it comes time for them, they do not attend. I would like to make 
this a year round weekly even. We will see how it goes.  

  We are still training new staff members. All is well on that front and seems to be going 
as well as to be expected. Everyone should be comfortable and settled by the end of next 
month.  Chris has made a couple of trips with the High School swim team and will be traveling 
with the Wave Runners on November 10th to Petersburg for their first swim meet of the year.  

 The Variable Speed Drive that was ordered was unfortunately the wrong one.  The new 
one has since been ordered and is expected to arrive soon.  

 

Hope all is well with the council. If there are any questions or concerns please feel free to e-
mail me at pool@craigak.com .  

 

 



City of Craig 
Memorandum 

 
 
Date: October 27, 2017 
To: Mayor O’Connor and Craig City Council 
From: Kassi Mackie, City Clerk  
Re: Clerk’s Report 
 
Elections 
Elections have seemed to go on forever this year! The runoff election has just concluded, and I 
am excited to have all the board seats filled. I will be working in the upcoming week to get all 
paperwork signed and information here at city hall changed over for the new members on both 
the council and school board.  
 
Safety  
I have been working to schedule a forklift safety training for Hans and Doug to attend and 
become certified to instruct, to be able to train all employees. This training is a requirement for 
those employees , and would be beneficial to the city to have instructors that plan to be employed 
long-term. I think Hans and Doug would be great candidates for this. I am still working to finish 
up the OSHA consultation paperwork for Public Works.  
 
Newsletter 
There will be a newsletter mailing the beginning of January. This newsletter will include admin 
updates and department projects/schedules. Please let me know if you would like to see 
something specific included.  
 
Travel 
I will be out of town attending the Clerk’s Conference on November 9th returning to work 
November 16th. I will be available by cell and email.  
 



  CITY OF CRAIG 

MEMORANDUM 
To: Craig Mayor and City Council 

From: Brian Templin, City Planner 

Date: October 27, 2017 

RE: Planning Department Staff Report – November 2017 

 

1. Pending Land Leases/Land Sales 

a. Land Sale to Tyler Rental.  This land sale is still on hold pending Tyler 

looking at other alternatives.   

b. Trojan Lease.  On hold pending action from Richard Trojan. 

c. The two city owned Salmonberry lots are still listed with Ron and Melissa 

Matecki.  The listing expires on October 31
st
.   

2. Tract 18 Housing Project.  THRHA and CTA are continuing to work on a draft 

cooperative agreement for the city council to consider.  They are also working on 

finalizing the plat and other items prior to starting construction on the four-plex. 

3. Access Road on Tract P, USS 2327.  The city provides access across Tract P, USS 

2327 (Public Work shop yard).  Currently this road winds across Tract P and 

accesses a couple of floathouses and the rear of CTA’s building on Tract Q3.  I 

have asked CTA to work with their design engineer and to develop a preferred 

alternative and to submit that design back to the city.  We are still waiting for 

input from CTA. 

4. Sidewalk Development.  CTA has been working on a project to provide funding 

initially for design and ultimately for construction of pedestrian improvements 

(sidewalks) on several streets in Craig.  CTA has drafted a request for proposals 

for engineering services with staff’s input.  Staff will continue to work with CTA 

on the project. 

5. Travel and leave schedule.  I have no travel or extended leave scheduled for 

November or December. 

 



Craig FIRE & EMS  
PO Box 331 
Craig, AK 99921  
  

 

CITY COUNCIL REPORT    OCT 26, 2017 

PROJECT SUMMARY 

REPORT DATE PROJECT NAME PREPARED BY 

October 26, 2017 Monthly Report Chaundell Piburn 

TRAINING AND EVENTS  

 FIRE: We are continuing to work through the Basic FF curriculum. We maintain bi-weekly meetings and 
trainings.   

 We have included Fire Fighter curriculum in our weekly island wide EMS Zoom training. We try to dedicate 1 
or 2 Mondays to Fire or EMS & Fire combined topics. This month we covered extrication tools & Techniques 
and ICS 100 basic class.  

 Outreach: Every year we go to the schools and conduct in person, in classroom fire safety training. This year’s 
focus will be on family fire plans. This year went great. We visited Elementary, Middle school and High school.  
A big Thank you to the Fire Men that take a day off work to go do this for us!   

  
 EMS: We are continuing our Monday night CME training via ZOOM. We have around 16-20 participants from 

around the island join us every week.  
 Our Local Red Cross DAT team completed the school shelter surveys and the inventory clean out of our 

emergency container. We are now planning a shelter training in the spring for the school staff and island 
volunteers.  

 We have planned an active shooter table top exercise for our FIRE & EMS volunteers. We want to pin point our 
lack of training and supplies for an active shooter event in Craig.  

 We have moved forward on expanding our Omnilert Mass notification platform island wide.  
 We did cancel our Haunted House this year, we didn’t have enough volunteers to help pull it off.  

SIGNIFICANT CALLS / CALL VOLUME  

 

  

• Our calls are normal for this time of the year, not significant calls to mention.  
 
 
 

 



 
To: Craig City Council 

From: Hans Hjort, Harbor Master 

Date: October 27, 2017 

RE: November Staff Report  

 

Harbor department report October 27, 2017 

• Repaired several rotten planks and broken bull rails in North and South cove 
• Attended the Alaska Association of Harbor Masters and Port Authorities annual conference that 

was held in Petersburg this year.  
• Completed the re-planking of south cove ramp with new roofing paper and new grating now 

installed 
• We have hauled the Pacific Lady which was burned in the fire. The owner will probably be 

rebuilding the vessel and will be using local workers 
• Repair work for the fire damaged finger should begin sometime this month once the contractor 

receives the shipment of lumber and hardware. 
• F/V Alyson has been impounded, auctioned off and will be completely disposed of by the 2nd 

week of November. The auction has allowed the harbor to recoup the full cost of the impound 
and disposal of the vessel. 
  
 
 



Craig Public Library 2017 
 
Submitted by Kimberly Baxter 
 
 
10/1/17-10/26/17 
 
 
Volunteer Hours:  83 
Patron Visits: 1108 
Circulation: 2161 
Computer Usage: 424 
Tests Proctored: 1 
Meetings: 5 
OWL Video Conferences: 0 
Alaska Digital Library Usage: 67 
 
 
 
 
Library Programs:   

• Every other Tuesday, 10:00am, story time with Klawock Head Start. 
• Every Thursday, 10:00am, story time with Craig Head Start. 
• Every Friday, 10:00am, preschool story time. 
• Dolly Parton Imagination Library, continuous registrations. 
• Sept 24th, ongoing. Banned Book Club. Read banned or challenged books, fill your punch 

 card and earn a prize. 
• Oct 1st – 31st, Halloween bakeware available for check out. 
• Oct 26th – Nov 4th Halloween Story Walk on the cemetery trail.  
• Oct 31st, Drop-in, Halloween crafts. 
• Oct 31st, Halloween scavenger hunt. 
• Nov. 4th, Book Club, discussing Corpse in Koryo by James Church. 
• Nov. 13th, 1:00-2:00, Kaboom!   OWL video conference. 

 

 
The library was awarded a $2000.00 grant from the Crossett Foundation to re-start the 

Lapsit/Baby & Me early literacy program. The funds will pay for a stipend for the volunteer 
coordinator for the first year, as well as program supplies. The leader will lead families in 
monthly lapsit story time sessions (15-30 minutes) that include singing, rhyming, stories, and 
playtime. The program will run September-May of each year. Target age group is 1-24 months.  
 We would like to recognize VISTA volunteer Meagan Harris for this successful grant 
application.   
 



 
CITY OF CRAIG 
MEMORANDUM  

 

 

Date: August 31, 2017   
To:  Honorable Tim O’Connor, Craig City Council 
Fr: RJ Ely, Police Chief 
Re: Staff Report    /    October 2017   
 
 
ACTIVITY 
 
 
Activity for September 29, 2017 through October 26, 2017. Dispatch Center took the following amount 
of calls for service:  
 
 
Craig   744 
Klawock  211 
AST   8          
        
 
DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES 
 
 
Still working with Administration, in attempts to secure login(s) for staff, to access web portal for 
administering DMV Written Tests. DMV IT is still working on issues, since launching software. 
 
Drop Offs are still being utilized.  
 
 
DISPATCHER(S) 
 
 
Fully Staffed and nothing further to report 
 
 
OFFICER(S) 
 
 
Sgt. Medina Completed Advanced Sexual Assault Interview. 
 
Ofc. Page is currently attending CDL Training and once completed, he will be able to administer the 
road tests. Several people are signed up, waiting to be able to take road tests. 
 
 
OTHER 
 
 
CPD will be obtaining new Crossmatch Digital Fingerprinting System and within next few weeks, 
equipment should arrive and once set up, tested, will be able to use new system. 
 
Have started process to obtain security clearance for all CPD Staff to access Acoms. Once obtained, 
after training, staff will be able to enter bookings / people arrested into the State System. This will 
better track jail time, as well, aid staff in Pre Trail Assessments. 
 
Have moved the Polycom System into the Police Department. Having conducted several hearings, 
from this new location, system is working fine. This also eliminates having to move inmates outside of 
the facility.  



City Council Report from the City of Craig Recreation Department  
November 2017, submitted by Victoria Merritt. 

The big news is that Trampus Conaster is the new recreation 
assistant. We are sharing him with EMS and Parks and Public 
Facilities. Trampus is great with the kids and a good fit for the 
program. 

 
Afterschool is every school day until 5, starting at the Craig 

Youth and recreation center. a snack is included. We average 12 
students a day. The Program opens today at 2 and the movie will 
start at around 2:45. We have different activity everyday. We meet at 
the Craig Youth/Recreation Center. Monday will be building and 
beading. Tuesday crafts and skating, Wednesday cooking science 
and beach fun. Dodge ball on Thursdays a 4pm and movies on 
Fridays at 2;30. All for a  $2 donation. 

  
We had a 4 week session of Gymnastics classes that were well 
attended. Julie McDonald was our volunteer instructor with help from 
Kathleen Dahlstrom, Craig Middle School student. We have a great 

Trampus was a great help at the 
Harvest Festival on October 14th.  
We even had a sunny day! Lots of kids 
and lots of fun! AC Thompson house 
donated the pumpkins and lots of great 
volunteers made it a fun day. There 
was a Chili Cook off, lots of activites 
and a donut on a string contest. 
Bounce houses were in the Gym. 
Thank you Craig Schools.  

  



assortment of equipment and enthusiastic participants. 

 
 
The Last Swap Meet of the season was held on October 21 

from 9-1 at the Craig City Gym. We had 10 vendors, including blade-
smiths from Ketchikan, Wild Art, The Rice’s moving sale, vendors 
from Kassan, Sentsy, POWER roof fundraise,r Craig School 
computer sale and other local vendors.  Swap  Meets are like Flea 
markets where new and used items are sold. They are held bi 
monthly from January to October. 

.   
Bazaar season is here! The Fall Bazaar Saturday, Nov. 25th 

and the Christmas Bazaar Saturday, Dec. 9th.  
Bazaars are at the Craig City Gym from 10 until 4pm. Set up can be 
done the Friday before the bazaar at 3:30pm -5:3o or 7:30-9pm 
Saturday morning at 8am. Vendors must stay the entire time 
10 to 4pm. Vendors may promote their wares by donating 
door prizes that are drawn throughout the day. Check out at 
the end of the event.  Vendors are required to clean up their 
area. Half of the table rent is shared with a partner group who 
helps set up and clean up! A partner fundraising group will be 
giving half of the space rent to help set up, clean up and run 
the event. 

 
 



  
Fridays is Skating or blading every Friday at 7pm , $1 

admission, $2 rents skates or blades. Tonight glow stick skating to 
the first 10 kids! Adults are welcome and can also join the roller derby 
team that practices on Monday and Wednesday at 6 in the gym. Non 
skaters can ref and so can men.  

TABATA aerobics class at 6am in the morning Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. Classes are $3 each. We also have Karate 
Tuesday and Thursday at 5pm, open gym Volleyball at 7 on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Roller skating on Fridays at 7 or Tuesdays 
at 4pm.  

Volleyball open gym is back on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
7pm, this time I really mean it! just $1  to play. you can Check the 
Craig Recreation Facebook page or call me at 826-2575.     

 The POW Salty Roller Girls Roller Derby team which meets on 
Monday and Wednesday at  6:00 to 8:00 to practice, Skating and non 
skating men and women are welcome as refs are needed. This is one 

dedicated group of skaters!  

 
 

Upcoming Community Events: 
POWER Concert!  Dec 10, 3pm CHS. 



Parks & Public Facilities 
10/27/2017 

 
 
 

Staff Report – October 2017 
 
To: Craig Mayor and City Council 
 
From: Douglas Ward  
 

We are currently in the process of re-keying all of the city’s facilities, excluding the police 
station and DMV. The current state of facility security has become, quite simply, a mess. There may 
be a few bumps in the road as we make the change, but hope to minimize any disruptions to those 
who use city facilities. 

We continue to address all day to day issues that arise, in a timely manner. 
 
 
 
Projects completed: 

• Final grass cutting for the season 
• Replace light fixture on walking path from Pool to Elementary. 
• Change out air filters in AHU units @ Aquatic Center. 
• Remove downed trees on cemetery trail, and Ralph James Park. 

 
. 

 
 
Projects currently in progress: 
 
- Re-key all city facilities. (Except Police Station and DMV) 
- Annual wood boiler maintenance. Replace top section of chimney pipe. 
- Installation of security cameras throughout Harbor Facilities. 
- Repair of upper fascia on Seaplane building. 
- Finish painting of City Gym 
 
 
 
 
Work Orders Completed Since Last Report: 
 
 
 



Parks & Public Facilities 
10/27/2017 
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Alaska Permanent Capital Management Co.

PORTFOLIO SUMMARY AND TARGET
CITY OF CRAIG
September 30, 2017

%
Asset Class & Target Market Value Assets Range

FIXED INCOME  (34%)
US Fixed Income  (34.0%) 3,087,404 30.8 20% to 45%

Cash  (0.0%) 55,057 0.5 na

Subtotal:  3,142,461 31.3

EQUITY  (66%)
US Large Cap  (40.0%) 4,095,049 40.9 30% to 50%

US Mid Cap  (6.0%) 733,490 7.3 0% to 10%

Developed International Equity  (10.0%) 1,122,975 11.2 5% to 15%

Real Estate  (10.0%) 930,608 9.3 5% to 15%

Subtotal:  6,882,122 68.7

TOTAL PORTFOLIO 10,024,583 100
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PLEASE JOIN US 
 

Coordinated Public Transit-Human 
Services Transportation Plan Meeting 

 
Date: 
 

Thursday, November 2, 2017 

Time: 9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. 
 

Location: Craig-Klawock Senior Center 
465 Summit Street, Klawock, Alaska 
 

Purpose: To discuss the transportation needs of senior citizens 
and people with disabilities living in Craig and 
Klawock. 
Who Should Attend?  All interested citizens are 
invited.  Everyone’s input is needed. 
 

Contact 
Information: 
 
 

Donna Jackson, Site Manager (907)755-2224 

 
For more information or feasible accommodations, please contact Andrea Larson, 
Transportation Coordinator, at (907)463-6159 and andrea.larson@ccsjuneau.org. 









CITY OF CRAIG 
MEMORANDUM 

 
To: Craig City Council 
From: Jon Bolling, City Administrator  
Date: October 26, 2017  
RE: Tongass Transition Plan Update  
 
As the council may be aware, the US Forest Service adopted last December what is commonly 
termed a transition plan to move the timber program in the Tongass National Forest from 
primarily old growth logging to primarily young growth logging over the next 10-15 years.  The 
transition plan is controversial, given the uncertainty over the value of young growth timber due 
to its age, the ability of area mills to process the timber, and its place in the market. 
 
The federal General Accountability Office determined recently that the transition plan is a “rule”, 
and therefore subject to Congressional review under the Congressional Review Act.  One 
possible outcome from that review is the adoption of a resolution of disapproval by Congress, 
which would prevent implementation of the transition plan.  If that happens, the Tongass would 
likely be managed under the 2008 amended Tongass Land Management Plan.  A recent news 
article on the GAO determination is attached. 
 
For most of the past 25 years, the City of Craig has provided comments to the state’s 
Congressional delegation and the US Forest Service on pending forest management decisions, 
and has participated in appeals of forest management decisions that the city believes were either 
adverse or beneficial to its interests.  The city has repeatedly supported the USFS timber sale 
program, with a general view to sustaining the city’s and the island’s economy, and in particular 
to supporting a steady supply of timber to the Viking Lumber mill.  Other comments the city has 
made regarding public land policy include keeping public Forest Service roads open for use, 
supporting the use of biomass from public lands, articulating reasons for federal agencies to 
avoid listing local wolf populations as threatened or endangered, and other efforts to make 
known local views on management of public land.   
 
As noted in the attached article, the delegation may pursue administrative or legislative changes 
to the transition plan. GAO’s decision that the transition plan constitutes a rule opens an 
opportunity for the city to provide its input to the delegation on what steps the city believes the 
delegation should take.   
 
Recommendation 
That the council direct staff to send comments to the state’s Congressional delegation 
recommending steps to take regarding the Tongass transition plan, based on council discussion at 
its November 2 meeting. 
 
  



 

GAO: 2016 Tongass Plan Amendment is a "Rule" & Subject to Congressional 
Review  

By MARY KAUFFMAN  

October 24, 2017 
Tuesday PM 

(SitNews) Washington, D. C. - The U.S. Government Accountability Office’s (GAO) has 
determined that the U.S. Forest Service’s 2016 Amendment to the Tongass Land Management 
Plan (TLMP Amendment) is a “rule” which requires that it be submitted to Congress for review. 
As a rule, the 2016 Tongass Plan Amendment is subject to the Congressional Review Act (CRA) 
which became law in 1996. The Congressional Review Act helps maintain the balance of power 
between the branches of government by allowing Congress to pass a joint resolution of 
disapproval to overturn executive branch regulations. 

Following the Government Accountability Office’s release of this determination, the 
Congressional Review Act provides for 60 legislative days to file a resolution of disapproval that 
would nullify the 2016 TLMP Amendment. 

Chairman of the U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, Senator Lisa 
Murkowski (R-Alaska) today welcomed the Government Accountability Office’s determination. 
Earlier this year, Murkowski asked GAO to determine whether the TLMP Amendment met the 
definition of a “rule”, and GAO announced yesterday that it does.  

“I welcome GAO’s determination that the 2016 TLMP Amendment is a rule and subject to 
congressional review,” Murkowski said. “Every sector of the Southeast Alaska economy needs 
greater access to the Tongass, but this rule failed to provide it. Most concerning was the Forest 
Service’s decision to accelerate a transition to young-growth timber harvesting, even though it 
never completed an inventory to ensure it would be carried out successfully. While this rule can 
be improved administratively or legislatively, disapproving it entirely is now another option that 
we will consider in the days ahead.” 

Since inception, the Tongass timber program has been based on harvesting old-growth trees-in 
the context of the Tongass, generally meaning trees more than 150 years old-that can be a source 
of high-quality lumber.  The Forest Service began offering timber sales on the Tongass in the 
early 1900s.  Although timber harvest increased substantially in the 1950s through 1970s, 
harvest has since declined significantly. 

Spanning a total of 16.7 million acres, the Tongass covers most of Southeast Alaska and is the 
largest national forest in the United States. Despite its expansive size, the U.S. Forest Service has 
increasingly restricted access for timber, mining, transportation, renewable energy, and even 
recreation. Those restrictions increased when the Obama administration finalized the TLMP 
Amendment on its way out of office in December 2016. The Obama administration finalized the 



TLMP Amendment without completing a comprehensive inventory of young growth, a key 
recommendation of the Tongass Advisory Committee, and largely dismissed more than 1,000 
objections. 

The final 2016 Tongass Land Management Amended Plan scheduled an overall decrease in old-
growth clearcut logging over a 15-year time period, prohibited old-growth logging in 
conservation priority watersheds, and protected roadless areas. The Amended Plan also opened 
long-standing conservation areas to young-growth timber harvest. 

The Government Accountability Office concluded the 2016 Tongass Amendment is a rule for 
Congressional Review Act purposes as it meets the definition of the term "rule" under 
Administrative Procedure Act (APA), and none of the CRA exceptions apply. The USDA argued 
that the 2016 Tongass Amendment is a rule of particular applicability because it applies to a 
single national forest and, thus, is not a rule for purposes of Congressional Review Act pursuant 
to the exception in section 804(3)(a). 

  

 



CITY OF CRAIG 
MEMORANDUM 

 
To: Craig City Council 
From: Jon Bolling, City Administrator  
Date: October 26, 2017  
RE: Request for Participation in Roadless Rule Appeal  
 
Attached is a report from Mr. Steve Silver regarding the status of roadless rule litigation in the 
Washington DC Federal District Court. 
 
Some years ago, the city, in coordination with the State of Alaska, and a number of other 
municipalities and private sector entities agreed to be listed as intervenors and contribute funding 
to support an effort to overturn application of the roadless rule to the Tongass National Forest.  
The intervenor’s group included the City of Craig, Alaska Electric Light & Power, Alaska Power 
& Telephone Company, Alaska Miners Association, Citizens Pro Road, Alaska Marine Lines, 
Inc, Northwest Mining Association, Durette Construction Company LLC, First Things First 
Foundation, Juneau Chamber of Commerce, City of Ketchikan D/B/A Ketchikan Public Utilities, 
Ketchikan Gateway Borough, Southeast Stevedoring Corp., Chris Gerondale, Southeast 
Roadbuilders Inc., Hyak Mining Co. Inc., Inside Passage Electric Cooperative.  That effort 
initially failed, as the DC Federal District Court ruled recently that the roadless rule was not 
improperly applied to the Tongass. 
 
As Mr. Silver stated during his visit to Craig last week, he believes that the State of Alaska, and 
the group of intervenors that includes the City of Craig, has a good case to make on appeal to the 
DC Circuit Court of Appeals.   
 
As a rule, each of the intervenors contributed $5,000 toward the cost of litigation at the district 
court level.  As made clear in Mr. Silver’s memo, the attorneys working on the appeal stage of 
the litigation for the intervenor group are asking the intervenors to contribute another $5,000 to 
pay the costs of preparing the appeal to the DC Circuit Court of Appeals.  
 
An earlier item on the council’s November 2 agenda asked the council to give direction to staff 
regarding implementation of the Tongass transition plan.  If that direction is to support efforts to 
stop implementation of the transition plan, then taking steps to reinstate the Tongass exemption 
to the roadless rule logically follows, as access to areas currently identified as roadless will be 
needed for broader uses of the national forest on Prince of Wales Island. 
 
Recommendation 
That the council provide direction to staff in response to Mr. Silver’s memo, and following its 
discussion on the Tongass transition plan.   
  



ROBERTSON MONAGLE & EASTAUGH  
 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
1810 Samuel Morse Dr., Suite 202 

RESTON, VA  20190 
PHONE:   703 527-4414 

FAX:  571 313 1973 
 
To:  Mayor, Craig, AK 
       City Council, Craig, AK 
 
From: Steve Silver 
           Litigation Attorney 
           City Lobbyist/DC Representative 
 
Subject:  Request for funding for Next Steps on Tongass issues. 
 
 
Thanks to the Mayor and Council for hosting me at the special City Council workshop on October 20, in 
the City Council Chambers.  It was a great privilege to meet with you and discuss my work for the City 
and review the success and accomplishments which we have had together over the last 20 plus years. 
However, challenges remain and this memorandum is specifically targeted at those challenges and is a  
request for additional funding in the amount of $5000 to support this effort. 
 
As I explained at the workshop, we have a unique opportunity to accomplish a lot for the good of the City 
and the economic needs of the community in the next year or so.  These tasks and goals are specifically 
related to the joint efforts with other supporters to change US Forest Service (USFS) management to 
increase timber harvest in the Tongass and secure further a long term reliable supply of timber for the 
Viking Sawmill. 
 
This follows the total victory we have had in protecting the Big Thorne sale in the City’s and others 
intervention to defend that timber sale.  I reported this to the Council in an email to our intervention group 
on Sept. 21, 2017 once the case was finally decided by the U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals.  Copy of 
email is at the end of this memorandum. 
 
The specific tasks/goals I propose are as follows: 
 
 

1. Pursue a permanent reinstatement of the Roadless Rule Exemption for the Tongass.   This is 
critical for the entire forest and can be accomplished by either litigation, administrative action by 
the USFS, or by legislation.   
 

2. A permanent end to the ill-timed and unworkable Tongass Transition Plan which will fail if not 
overturned and will endanger a reliable timber supply for the Viking Sawmill and other timber 
operators in the forest.   Specifically, this Plan was politically driven by the last administration and 
purposely ignored scientific evidence that moving rapidly to a young growth harvest would not 
work and would endanger the healthy growth of the Forest for the future.  Additionally, it 
specifically and cynically ignored the evidence that there is no domestic market for young growth 
timber and exports to the Chinese market are not economically viable. 

 
3.  Restoring a reliable timber supply by amending the Tongass Land management Plan with a 

viable plan that relies on viable timber that the Viking Sawmill and other mills can utilize to 
provide jobs for Craig and other residents on Prince of Wales Island.  Ultimately, this will require a 
new TLMP forest plan but the only way to accomplish this seems to be to file litigation to force a 
new Forest plan to be prepared. 

 



 
 
 
Action requested and support by funding 
 
The State of Alaska has led litigation in the District of Columbia Federal District Court to overturn the 
Roadless Rule as it affects Alaska.  The City of Craig has been a member of a multiple member 
intervenor group including the Wrangell Borough, City of Ketchikan, Ketchikan Gateway Borough and 
many Southeast businesses form the remaining timber industry, tug and towing companies, timber 
support businesses and others in this case.   The City supported this effort and approved a $5000 
contribution to the Tongass Litigation fund in 2014.  That fund has provided litigation support for Jim Clark 
and me to represent the Intervenor Group including the City to pursue this litigation.  The effort was time 
consuming and included essentially two cases, one in the D.C, District Court and a specific appeal to the 
U.S. Court of Appeal for the District of Columbia, on a procedural point when the Justice Department 
contended that our litigation was filed too late to be considered.  
 
We won that U.S. Court of Appeals procedural case, but were not successful in the original case before 
the D.C. District Court to overturn the Roadless Rule and restore the Tongass Exemption.  It is now time 
for this appeal to be filed by the State of Alaska.  When the State files this appeal by Nov. 13, we ask that 
the City of Craig remain in the Intervenor group in which it has been from the start of this litigation. 
 
To fund that litigation, I am asking that the City contribute $5000 to the litigation fund.  We have already 
talked to a number of intervenors and these have been or will be supporting this effort.   The request for 
$5000 is the same amount which we requested earlier and will cover the full litigation costs for the City of 
Craig thought this stage of the litigation. 
 
I am not asking for any funding for any work on legislation since I am already under my long term 
contract. Any lobbying would be performed under that contract. 
 
While there can never be a guarantee, we feel the State of Alaska and our Intervenor Group  have a good 
chance of success.  The Court of Appeals has already seen this case and acted favorably on our initial 
litigation.  We hope to finish this job with this Appeal and restore the Tongass Roadless Exemption 
 
The City has been a leader in this long term effort to fix the problems with USFS management of the 
Tongass and particularly in this litigation.  I hope the City will continue to support his effort with a 
contribution for $5000 as request by this memorandum. 
 
I am working directly with City Administrator Jon Bolling on all these issues.  I will answer any questions 
you have on this memorandum and this proposed course of action. 
 
 
 
Email from  the 9th Circuit denying rehearing and securing success on Big Thorne timber sale. 
 
From:ssiver628@aol.com (ssilver628@aol.com) 
 
To:City of Craig and 36 others. 
 
Hello-- There is good news today.  The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals denied the Environmental Opposition 
groups petition for rehearing and en banc hearing.  This ends the 9th Circuit case and really seems to 
end this case.   
  
The Opposition can file a Petition for Certiorari to the Supreme Court, but this is a case that is highly 
unlikely to be granted a hearing at the Supreme Court. 
  
So, this is very good news and Viking Lumber can continue operating on this timber sale. 



  
If you have any questions, please let us know.  Thanks for your continuing support for the timber industry 
in Southeast Alaska. 
  
Have a good weekend.  
  
Steve and Jim 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: cmecfmail <cmecfmail@akd.uscourts.gov> 
To: cmecfmail <cmecfmail@akd.uscourts.gov> 
 
Sent: Thu, Sep 21, 2017 1:08 pm 
 
Subject: Activity in Case 1:14-cv-00013-RRB Southeast Alaska Conservation Council et al v. United 
States Forest Service et al USCA Mandate 
 
 
U.S. District Court 
District of Alaska 
Notice of Electronic Filing  
 
The following transaction was entered on 9/21/2017 at 9:06 AM ADT and filed on 9/18/2017  
Case Name: Southeast Alaska Conservation Council et al v. United States Forest Service et al 
Case Number: 1:14-cv-00013-RRB 
Filer:  
WARNING: CASE CLOSED on 03/23/2015 
Document Number: 121 
Docket Text:  
MANDATE of USCA as to [92] Notice of Appeal, filed by Alaska Wilderness League, Southeast 
Alaska Conservation Council, National Audubon Society, Sierra Club, [93] Notice of Appeal, filed 
by Natural Resources Defense Council, Alaska Wilderness League, Southeast Alaska 
Conservation Council, Sierra Club, [99] Notice of Appeal, filed by The Boat Company, Center for 
Biological Diversity, Cascadia Wildlands, Greater Southeast Alaska Conservation Community, 
Greenpeace. The judgment of this Court, entered May 23, 2017, takes effect this date. AFFIRMED. 
(BJK, COURT STAFF) 
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